Neighbourhood Watch Meeting :  23rd Jan 2007
Present :  
 


Gerry 

Carr’s Mill             Andy

Strand

Tom 

Links                      Paddy

Strand  

Eddy

Beverton                 John

Fairways


Ita

Beaverbrook           Garda Declan
Community Garda
Prev meeting follow up

Turvey ave incident concluded with persons concerned reasonably satisfied with outcome :  Tom to complete letter to public reps re Victim Support services


Garda Declan received letter from Oliver Power Ianrod Eireann re securityat Donabate Railway Station :  since 25th Nov station has been reasonably quiet


FCC currently completing an action plan on graffiti :  expected to be complete some time in March


Traffic management continues to be a problem at the Strand/New Rd junction


Strand incident :  Garda Declan reported that Swords now has an extra car available; Strand residents were contacted subsequently by the Garda


Beach will remain closed until the summer
Garda Declan 
No official word on the introduction of ASBOS :  Garda Declan felt that, overall, the ASBOS haven’t been a success in the UK
CCTV Initiative

Pobal, division of the Dept of Justice, have invited applications for  CCTV 


Tom distributed the interim CCTV app : the steering committee consists of a member of Tidy Towns, Chamber of Commerce, NHW and Parish Council


Garda Declan indicated that the officer-in-charge Swords is willing to provide a letter of support for the application for feasibility study funding


Ita indicated that sustainability of this community project would be a key issue
Swords regional meeting Nov 6th : Tom
· meeting was much better organised: a little  but the crime report was lengthy
· two points :   a known to gardai person was apprehended very early leaving a house :  despite obvious concerns and despair of the gardai he was granted bail

· Steering committee to meet Jan 16th  : to discuss new literature etc

Fingal JPC and Dublin City inter country JPC Jan 12th

John discussed the inter country JPC meeting organised by DCC: see appended note

Incident Reports
· Security guard St Jude’s stones and eggs thrown Dec 27th
· Unauthorised taking of vehicle New Year’s Eve :  Links estate
· Crowd of juveniles drinking  and graffiti Ballisk : reported on NHW line

· Ita :  one incident reported and message left but no response : John apologised

· Late Nov :  2/3 girls drunk in early afternoon outside St Patrick’s Hall :  class being held had to be suspended

· Bike stolen from railway station

· Traffic management continues to be a problem at the entrance to the Strand estate :  Paddy to write appropriate letter

· Abandoned vehicle at entrance to Somerton/Carrs Mill :  Gerry 
· Telephone box in village centre damaged again.
Other Business
· CCTV discussed in further detail
· Paddy referred to recent report in a local newspaper re registered sex offenders living in the community 

· It was mentioned that this topic was also recently of national interest
· Garda Declan indicated that most guidelines are taken from the UK and  are still largely being developed in this jurisdiction

MEETING ENDED :  2120
NEXT MEETING :   Tuesday Feb 27th 2007
Dublin Policing Committee Conference

Dublin City council held a conference for senior Garda, county and city councillors and community representatives at the Gresham Hotel in Dublin on Friday 12th January 2007.

There were a number of speakers from the UK where ASB (anti-social behaviour) and drug crime are quite high.

They began to attempt to tackle these issues a few years back and the speakers were able to give us an indication about what way to go, what works and what doesn’t work.

Amanda Mulholland from the PSNI in Banbridge gave a very practical lecture on the Northern Ireland’s  DPP (District Policing Partnerships) which is the same thing as our JPC ( Joint Policing Commitees).

The biggest problem she found was the interface or point of meeting between the DPP(JPC) and the residents in the estates and villages and towns.

A good Neighbourhood Watch scheme was worth its weight in gold she maintained, but our problem is that there are few of them around. Good ones that is.

According to Mrs Mulholland the best and most efficient way of getting the DPP (JPC) and the local community to come together was to make the DPP (JPC) mobile. As she said herself it was quite a shock for the Councillors but what was required was for the committee members to get into their cars, bikes or buses and go visit the local residents meeting, local community meetings, local neighbourhood watch meetings etc etc. Four nights a week, every other week.

Hard work, lots of mileage and dozens of meetings but this was how to do it properly.

Mrs Mulholland was the most interesting to me because what she was discussing was much more relevant to me as an independent community rep. It has always been my contention that getting the grievances of ordinary people across into the proper channels was quite difficult.

Many of the problems that face our JPC were faced by the District Policing Committees of Northern Ireland.

The next speaker was from Dundee in Scotland, Ms Gill Strachan. Miss Strachen’s operation focused on targeting problem families. Forcing them into receiving help from the social services with parenting, housing, education etc. This project worked like the Sophia Housing Projects here in Ireland but much more hands on and effective with changing behaviour of trouble families. Large amounts of funding are required for this type of operation.

Ian Walker is a Police Officer from London’s Kings Cross area. A notorious drug black-spot for years. His talk was on the effective use of ASBO’s against prostitutes and drug users/dealers. His was a most impressive argument in favour of ASBO’s in conjunction with Social Services. The comparisons between London and Dublin were stark. Crack cocaine will cause serious problems when, not if, it reaches our shores.

The fourth speaker was Ms Johann Watson. Now her operation was most intriguing. Glasgow District Council has set up a separate company to combat Anti Social Behaviour by adults and families throughout the Glasgow area. She has had Social workers, Police staff, admin staff and other seconded to this company whose sole purpose is the eradication of Anti Social Behaviour. A fascinating project that allows the resources of many different departments to be focus in a very specific way.

In my opinion, this is the way forward.

John Keogh

